sri                                       PREFACE
more severe than it need be The English tradition is
far from being exhausted and is of such a nature as to
be indefinitely adaptable without ceasing to be itself.
The form of the task is to re-think and rc-irUcrpret what
we have, rather than to think out something entirely
new. For the course taken by English development
over long centuries makes the paradox profoundly tiuc
that if we are conservative enough we can aJford to be
thoroughly radical, not only without loss, but with much
gain.
Honest and sustained intellectual eflbit along these
lines is a vital part of Home Defence, unless, iimml, we
are prepared to see much that we claim to be fighting
for dissipated before our eyes.
This little book, in draft before the outbreak of war,
has been revised in the light of this necessity. It makes
no claim to originality, being lalhcr the outcome of
much discussion and criticism among fuends, some of
whom have had long and responsible cxpcncucc in the
working of education in England. If it should prove to
have any relevancy or value in the present situutiou
that merit is due, very largely, to them, liul they arc
in no sense responsible for the book as it stands. With
all its errors and indiscretions the authoi alouc uiibl
assume personal responsibility for it, and must m par-
ticular not be taken as speaking for any institution or
organization with which he may be assoeuUl
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